
 

 

September 15, 2021 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 
The South Carolina Department of Education requires all districts to create a plan to narrow/eliminate learning loss due to 
the global pandemic. A component of the project includes strategic monitoring and coherent documentation of student 
progress and growth per an approved assessment tool. Students in grades kindergarten–nine will participate in these 
measurements.  The South Carolina Code Ann. 59-18-310 (Supp. 2007) provided for the creation of a statewide adoption list 
of formative assessments in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The legislation requires that each formative 
assessment satisfy professional measurement standards and align with the South Carolina College-and Career Ready 
Standards.  
 
In the next few weeks, your child will take our MAP® Growth™ test on his/her device. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
Growth is designed to determine how well a student is mastering critical skills. The assessment provides vital information 
which teachers can use to make an informed instructional decision. It measures progress over the school year and across 
school years in ELA (English Language Arts and Math. The window for these tests is from September 27 thru October 17. 
Your partnership in the essential process is essential for the success of our students and our school.   
 

• MAP Growth is computer adaptive and adjusts the difficulty of each question based on the student’s previous answer. If 
one answers a question correctly, the next question is more challenging. If it is answered incorrectly, the next question is 
more manageable. Ultimately, this will result in a detailed picture of what students know and are ready to learn—
whether it’s on, above, or below their grade level. It is possible students may get questions on the content they haven’t 
learned yet 

• MAP Growth will pause a student’s test if they appear to be rushing through or clicking responses without reading or 
consideration. This allows a teacher to check in and remind students to try their best. If they continue to rush, we may 
need to retest them to get a more accurate picture of their knowledge and readiness to learn. 

 
Students can get anxious about taking a test. Consider sharing the following reminders with them:  

• MAP is not for a grade. 

• It’s okay to ask for help.  

• You might get questions on something you haven’t learned, YET.  

• It’s okay if you don’t know the answer. Make a good guess.  

• Don’t rush. It’s more important to do the best you can than to be the first to finish. 
 
We embrace every opportunity to learn more about our students to meet their unique needs in fostering academic growth.  
We are also grateful for your support in conducting this state-mandated initiative. For more information about MAP 
Growth, visit NWEA.org/Parent-Toolkit/.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shane Sanford 
Principal, Spann Elementary 

https://www.nwea.org/parent-toolkit/

